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Mr. Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4, 1954 - AUG 16, 2014

oe “Gator” Bertrand Jr., age 59, of Algonac, died August 16, 2014. He was born
November 4, 1954 in Detroit. Joe served his country with the U.S. Marines from
1974 to 1976. Joe married Sue “Gator’s Tale” on November 25, 1977. He coached Little
League in Algonac for 14 years. He was a proud member of the AMVETS Post #29 in
Mt. Clemens where he also served as Commander. Joe worked for the Detroit
Arsenal for over 30 years. He loved hunting, fishing and riding motorcycles.
He is survived by his wife of 36 years Sue Bertrand, children; Jessica (Tom) Wright
and Joseph III (Jennifer) Bertrand, grandchildren; Carter, Colin, Lexi and JoeB,
sisters; Denise (Dave) West, Annette (Rick) Vernier, Gloria Bertrand and Christina
Bertrand. He was preceded in death by his parents; Joseph Sr. and Gloria Bertrand,
sister; Michelle Santoro and brother; Eugene Bertrand.
Funeral service will be Saturday August 23rd at 3:00 p.m. followed by Military
Honors at Young Funeral Home, China Twp. Services will conclude with a 4:00 p.m.
motorcycle procession. Visitation hours are Saturday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
In lieu of flowers memorials are suggested to AMVETS Post # 29, 1 Amvets Dr. Mt.
Clemens, MI 48043.
To leave a message of comfort visit www.youngfuneralservices.com
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Events Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Visitation

=TNRTg AL

ﬁ Saturday, August 23, 2014 o

(O 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM ET

@ Young Colonial Chapel Funeral Home, Inc.
4061 Saint Clair Hwy, East China M1 48054

Service

=TARTg ALY

ﬁ Saturday, August 23, 2014 o

(® 3:00 PMET

@ Young Colonial Chapel Funeral Home, Inc.
4061 Saint Clair Hwy, East China M1 48054

CemeteryDetails

@ Cremation
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Nance Macfarlane lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

January 21at 12:41PM el

@ Nance Macfarlane January 21at12:46 PM
Sending prayers still from MJM Restoration, your always in our thoughts.

Chica-Hope lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

my thoughts and prayers are with you gator tail and your familiy...gator was a very

nice, warm, caring, giving person.(the list goes on). i didnt see him much, but h Ve
whenidid he always greeted me with a warm hug and a nice smile, asking where

ive been.icant stop thinking about you, losing your best friend.xoxoxo..... Chica (
Hope)

August 23 at 3:47 AM

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Bertrand family. ;

August 22 at 2:39 PM

Madeline posted:

Sue, | was so sorry to hearabout Gator. Even though I didn't know him well, | knew that he was a
kind and caring man. The one memory that stands out occurred at Linda and Deans airshow party,
it was our uncles 90th birthday. | told Gator about it, he helped me carry out the cake, and made
sure everyone sang happy birthday to my uncle, also a vet. It brought a rare tearto my uncle's eye,
and to mine. | will always remember him for that. You are in my thoughts and prayers.Madeline
Stoetzer (Linda Quail's sister)

August 22 at12:29 PM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Deb Bradley lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

Ourdeepest sympathy goes out to Sue and the Bertrand Family. Joe was a true

friend and a super nice guy. Overthe 20 years we knew Joe, he always had a ¥
smile on his face no matter where he was on post. We always enjoyed time -
spent with him. He will deeply be missed. Ourthoughts and prayers go out to

Joe, Sue and the Bertrand Family. God Bless.Greg and Deb Bradley

August 22 at 7:04 AM

John L. Konechne posted:

Our deepest sympathy to "Gator's" family. Of course he will be missed, but more importantly, he
will be remembered forthe good he did for his fellow veterans.John & Lynn Konechne

August 22 at 7:01 AM

Liz sent a virtual gift in honor of Joseph.

Sue, just sending this to tell you that you are in my thoughts and prayers, please N
know that.lt's been a long time, hope yourememberme. Liz TolleyThe best 7l
things in life are the people we LOVE, the places we've been,and the memories

we've made.May the love of those around you help you through the days

ahead.Your friend, liz

August 22 at 5:58 AM

Dean(Sniper) And Linda(Stroker) sent a Garden Accent - A heart of gold
stopped beating... to the Bertrand family.

August 22 at 3:48 AM

Tom shared an album called New Album Name.

August 21at7:17 AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Nancy Mcguire lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

My sisterand I met Joe at Tacom, we were working for MJM Restoration, he

talked to us forawhile, he seemed like a really nice guy, glad | had the ¥
opportunity to meet him. So from all of us at MUM Restoration, we send prayers -
to his Family & Friends, and may he rest in Peace.NancyMJM Restoration

August 20 at 7:48 PM

Jayson Rader posted:

We we're very saddened to hearthe loss of ourgood friend Joe, (Gator). Our deepest symphathy
goes out to the entire family. May you find strength and peace as you go through these difficult
time. Love you, Gator! Jayson (Pool Boy) and Carla ( Babe)

August 20 at 4:08 PM

Lillian R. senta Comforts of Home Gourmet Gift Basket to the Bertrand family.

August 20 at1:54 PM

Juan Jones posted:

®
©
®
o

My condolences to the Bertrand family. | was so surprised and sadden to hear of Joe. | worked
with him for many years. He was a masterin many fields. He always greeted me with a smile and
we had good conversations. He was the Master key maker for us and now he will be a Master
Overseerforthe Lord.My prayers go out to the family. Joe will be missed. Restin Peace Joe.Juan
Jones

August 20 at10:18 AM

Robert Petitpren posted:

| always had a great deal of respect for Gator. He always insisted that |, a civilian, be as proud to
be an Amvet as Veteran-members are. When he got 'wound up' telling a story, his laughter was
infectious. A great loss to Amvets and all who knew him. Restin Peace, Marine--SemperFi !

August 20 at 10:01 AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

David Marchionna posted:

| extend my heartfelt prayers and condolences to the Bertrand family during this time of great
lose. Joe was a wonderful and amazing man that always had a smile on his face and was always
there when you needed him. | know how much he loved his family and | know how much he will be
missed. Please take solace and know that he is with the Lord Jesus in heaven and in a much
better place. Joe probably had the Master Key anyways for the gates of heaven, so the Lord
couldn't keep him out even if he had wanted, but I'm sure that the Lord was there waiting for him
with open arms, to welcome him home. Blessings in Jesus' name, AMEN!Dave
MarchionnaHousing Services Manager@ the Detroit Arsenal

August 20 at 8:41 AM

Anonymous sent a Garden of Serenity Bouquet to the Bertrand family.

August 20 at 6:05 AM

Diana posted:

What a blessing to know Joe (Gator) He was a generous and gracious soul and will be missed by
so many. Ourthoughts and prayers go out to Sue and the entire family. Keep the memories close
to your heart as you always have a bright light and angel looking down to keep you safe.God
BlessGene and Diana Kotecki

August 20 at 4:34 AM

Jo Krogulski lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 20 at 4:08 AM g
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Jo Krogulski posted:

We both knew Joe for overten years at work, and just over a yearas "The Gator" from the post.
He will be greatly missed. He was truly a professional, both at work and at play! Our hearts,
thoughts, and prayers go out to Sue, Jessica, Joe, and the entire Bertrand family. It is difficult for
all of us and we share your sorrow during this difficult time. He was a respected co-worker, a
fellow biker, a friend, and a brother! Rest in peace Gator - until we ride again!lRoger and Jo
Krogulski (Post Adj. & Mean B-Spyder Jo)

August 20 at 4:06 AM

Stanley Marecki posted:

So stunned by the passing of Joe, a Marine Corps brother, and friend. My condolences go out to
Sue and the family. Kathy & | will keep you all in our prayers. He was a excellent man with a great
spirit. He will be missed.

August 20 at 4:02 AM

Mary Hoenscheid posted:

Joe willbe missed deeply, he was a wonderful man and always willing to lend a helping hand!
Thoughts and prayers to out to his family. Sincerely, Mary Hoenscheid, from the Detroit
Arsenal/TACOM.

August 20 at 3:44 AM

Sherry Frato lit a candle in honorof Joseph.

August 20 at 3:39 AM

Sherry Frato posted:

The halls of this Command will never be the same. Prayers and comfort to the family and all those
who had the pleasure of knowing this super great guy.

August 20 at 3:38 AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Neill And Gina Hintze lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 20 at 3:06 AM

@ Judy (Trouble) & Ken (Capt. Quail) lit a candle in honor of Joseph. B

August 19 at 7:45 PM i .

Ken And Judy posted:

Dear Sue, (Gator-Tale), words fall short of expressing our sorrow for your loss! Joe, (Gator), was a
very honorable and loving man! He always had an "infectious" smile on his face and a story to tell.
He will definitely be missed by all of us! Ourcondolences and love goes out to you and your
family. And may God embrace you and give you extra-comfort at this difficult time and always!
Love you, Gator!! - Ken (Capt. Quail) and Judy (Trouble)

August19 at 7:28 PM

Deb & Mike Abel posted:

Ourheart felt sympathy to Sue and family fortheirloss!

August19 at 7:03 PM

Michael And Mary Sundock lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

I will miss Gator and his kind words and genuine smile. The Sundock family
shares yourtears. Happy trails my friend, well done and rest in peace.Michael _
and Mary Sundock NN

August 19 at 6:21PM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Mr.Mrs.Rich Vanscoy posted:

Forevery life has a purpose to fill,a purpose which us humans can seldom infer. But Gator was a
gift from heaven,whose purpose was to make this world understand what
love,friendship,goodness,and humbleness was all about. Goodness belongs to heaven and |
know Gatoris watching us from there, bestowing his smile upon us. Rest now in peace Gator.

August 19 at 5:11 PM

Mr.Mrs.Rich Vanscoy lit a candle in honor of Joseph.
s
L s
August 19 at 5:02 PM *

Cheryl Furman lita candle in honor of Joseph.

Such sad news. Our hearts go out to you Sue and family. We have such fun
memories of Joe and you. Jim and Chery Furman

August 19 at 4:52 PM

Grace Ventimigliia Conley lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 19 at 4:01PM

Judy Starr lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

So sorry forthe loss Sue, Jessica, Joe 111 and Joes sisters Joe will be missed

by many may you restin peace joe and may the lord wrap his arms around your '
family as they getready to say see ya laternevergood- by God Bless you all e W
Robert & Judy Starr

August19 at 3:52 PM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Dawn Henson lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

My heart felt sympathy to Sue and family fortheirloss! Joe was a great man and
taken too soon from all of us!l am honored to have met him worked with him and - &

his wife and will treasure the memories! One day we will all reunite againin "
heaven with 'the Keeper of the Keys'. Restin Peace my friend and god bless you

and your family always. Dawn Henson

August 19 at 3:00 PM

Jeff &Marie Clark-Mongo And Hollywood lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

No words can express how deeply saddened we were to hear the passing of

Joe (Gator). He will be remembered always. He was a great person inside and - &
out. Ourthoughts and prayers are with Sue and his family during this difficult time Cnd
?

August 19 at 1:39 PM

Rich posted:

Semper fi my friend You always had my back! You will be missed. Will keep you and family in our
prayers. Your friend Rich.Krupa

August19 at12:34 PM

Dan & Wendy Jenuwine lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 19 at 1212 PM

@ Dan & Wendy Jenuwine August19 at12:27 PM

My deepest sympathy goes out to your entire family. Joe will be missed but his memory will
stay with us always. Joe was very well loved here at Detroit Arsenal by many, many people.
This tragedy affected all of us, but we are very thankful that our paths crossed. Till we meet
again.Wendy (Hazmart)
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Dawn Gibson posted:

We we met joe at Larry and Cherie's wedding in mount Clemons Very nice person hugs and
prayers to joes family to get you. Thru your Loss

August 19 at10:57 AM

Kim Toby posted:

Very sad to hear of the passing of Joe. He was a very kind and caring person. May God bless his
family. He will be missed by many. Kim Toby

August 19 at10:24 AM

Detroit Arsenal Fire Department posted:

Ourthoughts are with your family, you will be missed dearly from your family at the Detroit Arsenal
Fire Department.

August 19 at10:02 AM

Mary Ellen & Bobby sent a virtual gift in honor of Joseph.

There are no words to describe the heartfelt loss of a great friend and the
grieving of ourloss but most of all the grieving of and for his wife Sue, children
and all family members. Our hearts are with you during this most difficult time
because there is no way to describe the heartbreak for Sue and family. Gator
was not just a great guy, he was the Best Of The Best, downright down to earth with everyone,
even at his age, | say true "old school" in so many ways. Gator has left so many of us with nothing
but awesome memorable times. Just so you all know, Bobby and | will miss this very much and
nobody will ever be able to mimic Gator's Bobbbaaaaaaay, Mary Elleeeeeeeen, the way he did it
but won't ask you to stop trying either only because | know he got a kick out of you guys trying. We
all have our very special moments and times with Gator, always a great time, we will always
treasure the time's we had and shared with him and Sue. I'm sending every ounce of positive
energy to Sue, Jessica, Joe, and family for healing in this most difficult time. Sue we are just a
phone call away if you need us for anything XOXO, Bobby & Mary Ellen

August 19 at 4:01 AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Tina Mistalski-Dzon posted:

We are sorry foryourloss. Your whole family will be in our thoughts and prayers during this
difficult time. Terry and Tina Dzon

August 19 at 9:15 AM

Strap posted:

Love and Prayers to Sue and the family. A Marine Brother lost way too soon. "Fair Winds and
Following Seas" Gator.Paul "Strap Jacques

August 19 at 8119 AM

Susie Zamoic posted:

Gator, we miss you more than words can tell. We had hoped to grow old with you and Tale. We will
look out for her. Our thoughts and prayers are with your family.Susie & Tim Zamoic (Buzz & Meow)

August 19 at 7:36 AM

Carrie Mead posted:

Always counted on fora smile and a kind word. Joe's presence will be missed terribly around the
entire Arsenal. Godspeed Joe, and love to your family.

August 19 at 6:59 AM

Sandy & Steve Jondron shared a photo to the New Album Name album.

August 19 at 6:56 AM

Georgia Parr posted:

We are so sorry foryourloss, words cannot express our sorrow and we will cherish the wonderful
memories we had together, our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time, we
will keep you in our hearts.Don (Cobra) & Georgia ( Peaches) Parr

August19 at 6:51AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Cindy Weber posted:

My deepest sympathy's to you Sue and the Bertrand family.Joe was a very special and great
friend to me and my family. It was a pleasure to see him at work and outside, he was always
bearing a smile and just loved all. | know he is with my dad Richard Tobianski (TOBY) watching
down upon all of us. Our thoughts and prayers are with you, God Bless you and your family.

August19 at 6:43 AM

Shirley Hempel posted:

Iam so sorry, he will be missed here at work. He was a very kind and gentle person with a big
heart. My prayers to you and your family, Shirley

August 19 at 6:24 AM

Lil Chief posted:

You were always so full of love and happiness.|am going to miss that heart warming smile. |
know you are now in heaven watching overall of us with Chief. Ride on Gator, love you forever.....
Lil Chief

August 19 at 6:08 AM

Lou Affer posted:

| had the pleasure of both working with, and hanging out with Joe for many years. Joes smile was
contagious and genuine - nothing phoney or 'put on' about him. He never had a harsh word to say
about anybody.People will remember many things that took place while with Joe, but the one
thing we all will rememberis that (-) dash between his date of birth and the day of his passing.
You measure a mans's success's and failures during that period. With that being said; Joe was the
most successful man | ever had the pleasure of shareing life with.You and your family will be in my
prayers.You will be missed, my friend - but neverforgotten.Lou

August19 at 5:54 AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Joe Desandre posted:

My deepest sympathy's to you Sue and the Bertrand family. Gator was a special person and | was
proud to know him as a friend and honored to work with him through the AMVETS Post 29. | will
especially miss him when the S.O.A. put on luncheons for the displaced veterans. He has been
there for me for many years now and it will be very difficult knowing he won't be there exceptin
spirit. God bless the Bertrand family. My thoughts and prayers are with you Sue as well as your
family.Joe 'Whitehouse' DeSandreCommander, SOA Post 29

August19 at 5:52 AM

Tammy (Bosslady) Lercenfeltlit a candle in honor of Joseph.

| 4

August 19 at 5:49 AM

@ Tammy (Bosslady) Lercenfelt August 19 at 5:53 AM
Goodbye my friend | will miss your smile and laugh so very much. Ride free in heaven and
hope yourteaching everyone how to do the Cupid shuffle the Gator way.

Jenalyn Pollock posted:

RIP Joe. Thank you for always being so nice at work when | was new and did not know much at all.
Iam glad | got to work with someone who had such a great attitude.Sending prayers for all of your
loved ones.

August19 at 5:48 AM

JanetParks lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 19 at 5:45 AM el

L'I
Biker Barbie sent a Love Carries on Pendant to the Bertrand family. P

August 19 at 5:45 AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

BB Biker Barbie shared an aloum called New Album Name.

August 19 at 5:26 AM

Tom "Shadz " Lerchenfeltlit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 19 at 5:24 AM

Bubba posted:

[ first met Gator & Beege in Mt. Clemens hangin out on bike night. He kept on me about joining the
post. I finally did Syears later. | wish | would have done it soonerto spend more time with My
Brothers and Sisters.May the Highways of Heaven be Paved with smooth roads. May your Gas
Tank never run dry. Ride On Brother till We meet again.

August19 at 5:20 AM

Linda Quail lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 19 at 5:06 AM halie

Linda Quail posted:

Our hearts and deep felt sorrow goes out to the Bertrand family. It was a privilege to have called
Joe 'Gator' a friend. He will be missed so much more than any words could ever say. - Dean and
Linda

August 19 at 5:05 AM

Gloria Bertrand posted:

Think of him as livingIn the hearts of those he touchedFor nothing loved is everlostAnd he was
loved so much.Much love.

August 19 at 4:54 AM

PAGE 17 OF 26



Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Casey shared an album called New Album Name.

August 19 at 4:46 AM

Donald.Parr posted:

Donthe "Cobra "parr. | had the privilege to be part of of Amvet post 29 Family and served as sons
commander at the same time Gator served his first term as commander. | also helped him as his
bar chairman and proud to do so. | will miss the great memories. Thanks Gator.

August 19 at 4:46 AM

Casey lita candle in honor of Joseph.

Afriend, a brother.

August 19 at 4:41 AM

Dianna Gill posted:

My sincerest condolences go out to the Bertrand family. | remember Mr. Bertrand in my youth and
he was a very kind man. | wish there was more that | could say ordo to lift this terrible burden from
your hearts. | pray for peace and comfort during this very difficult time :(

August19 at 4:27 AM

Jessica shared an album called New Album Name.

August 19 at 4:12 AM
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Tribute Wall Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Candace Gelaude lit a candle in honor of Joseph.

August 19 at 4:01 AM

O 0 66 0 6 6

o)
oy

Denise Woods August 20 at 1:04 PM

Joe's smile & hard work will be missed around the Detroit Arsenal. | just seen him Friday
morning, instructing the clean up crew on cleaning up the flood waters that had seeped into
Bldg 203. This Bldg won't be the same without him! RIP Marine! SALUTE!! May God Bless his
family!!l #gonetosoon

Anna (Pruss) Pfromm August 19 at 10:31 AM
Sincere condolences to the family and friends....Joe always had a way to bring a smile to
your face and he is still smiling through the stars.

Florence Trevino August19 at10:27 AM
He will be missed and my prayers are with all of you during this time of loss. Always quick
with a hello and smile it will not be the same with him gone. God Bless!

Nancy Barber August19 at 9:43 AM
My sincerest condolences to Sue and family, RIP Gator

Yasmine Marks August19 at 8:08 AM
My sincere condonences to the family. Joe will be missed here at TACOM. Heartfelt prayers
to the family. RIP!

Ed (Chief) Puckett August 19 at 6:29 AM

| had the pleasure of meeting Joe on aride a few years ago and ran into him at TACOM from
time to time, he seemed to be a great guy surrounded by Family and Friends. Go in peace
my brother and may our paths cross again on the highways of Heaven!

Anita Hampton August19 at 5:59 AM
My deepest condolences to the family. He will be greatly missed. The family is in my
prayers.

Biker Barbie August19 at 5:35 AM

Gator, we love you, and we will all do our best to make you proud of us. My heart especially
goes outto your precious Gatorstale, your kids and grandkids. | promise do to my bestto be
there for Tale always.

Terry & Peggy Lavis August19 at 5:28 AM
GATOR, You'll be missed by all that knew you. You always showed kindness to everybody.
Your friends at TACOM, AMVETS Post 29 and AMVETS Post 72 will also miss you.Terry &
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Tribute Wall

Peggy Lavis

@ Chrissy Bertrand August 19 at 5:06 AM
Restin peace Little Joe. You are and always will be loved.Chrissy

@ Denise West August 19 at 4:46 AM
Little brother going to miss you.

@ Jessica August19 at 4710 AM
| Love and miss you Dad

Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.
NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014
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Media Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Tom shared 2 photos to the New Album Name album. August 21 at 7:17 AM

Gator honoring a fellow deceased veteran, Ollie. Same!
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Media Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4, 1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Sandy & Steve Jondron shared a photo to the New Album Name album.  August19 at 6:56 AM

Amvets Post 29
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Media Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4, 1954 - AUG 16, 2014

BB

Biker Barbie shared a photo to the New Album Name album. August 19 at 5:26 AM
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Media Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4,1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Casey shared a photo to the New Album Name album. August 19 at 4:46 AM

Gator and Harley
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Media Mr.Joseph "Gator" Bertrand Jr.

NOV 4, 1954 - AUG 16, 2014

Jessica shared a photo to the New Album Name album. August 19 at 4:12 AM

Ride On, Ride On
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Joseph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit
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